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that I had no reason to believe the charges they were making,
but that, if they would give me chapter and verse and be prepared
to substantiate them, I would gladly investigate and, if I found
them to be true, I should have no hesitation in denouncing the
party. I told them, too, that I had heard of these charges before
and that I had brought them to the notice of Deshbandhu Das
who had assured me that there was no truth in them, and that,
if my informants could produce names and specific charges, he,
Deshbandhu, was perfectly willing to have them investigated.
The gentlemen told me that the belief about corruption was com-
mon property, but that it was not always possible to give legal
proof. I told them that in that case we must follow the golden
rule of not believing what could not be proved. If we did not follow
the rule, no public man's reputation would be safe.

After this interview I had forgotten all about the charges.
Hardayal Babu, however, returned to the charge with double
fury at Ghandpur.1 But I could not treat his denunciation
seriously, nor did he expect me to. Although he and I belong to
the same school, our methods of looking at public men and activi-
ties are different. Behind my non-co-operation there is always
the keenest desire to co-operate on the slightest pretext even with
the worst of opponents. To me, a very imperfect mortal, ever in
need of God's grace, no one is beyond redemption. Behind Har-
dayal Babu's non-co-operation there is fierce distrust and dis-
inclination for reverting to co-operation. He wants mighty signs
whereas a mere gesture suffices me.

But I had the charge repeated in an unexpected quarter.
I pricked up my ears and became serious. I began a little gentle
inquiry. I was, however, relieved on my reaching Calcutta by Babu
Nalini Sircar, the chief whip of the Swaraj Party, Babu Nirmal
Chandra, Babu Kirenshekhar Ray and Babu Hirendra Nath Das
Gupta coming to me and offering unasked to answer any questions
I might have about the Swaraj Party's doings in any matter what-
soever. I thereupon mentioned all the charges I had heard. They
were able to give me complete satisfaction about them and invi-
ted me to investigate further and even to inspect their books. But
I told them that I could not possibly inspect their books unless
there was more authentic information about the charges. As it
was, I had nothing beyond unsupported allegations. They assured
me that there was not a vestige of truth in the charge of bribery
and corruption.

1 Vide "Interview to Hardayal Nag", before 12-5^1925.